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Language Skills 10A
Pre- reading learning activities
12 Angry Men

by Reginald Rose
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Directions:  In order to have a better understanding of the play, 12 Angry Men, you are going to work in your groups to gain some prior-knowledge and pre-reading skills. This is a group activity; communication with your group mates is required!  This is designed to be a multiple day activity, so don’t worry- you won’t get to all the stations today.  There is homework attached, you can start that tonight.
The CSI Effect

Activity 1

Do Now- Does your group watch any crime/law/criminal shows on television?

If so, which ones?  

What role does the laboratory, forensic science and/or DNA usually take place in these shows?

Consider if the members of your group were on a jury….what (if any) forensics would you want to see before you would be able to decide on a verdict of a case?

___________________________________________________________________________________________

Read the article, “Managing the CSI Effect in Jurors” to answer the following questions. http://apps.americanbar.org/litigation/committees/trialevidence/articles/winterspring2012-0512-csi-effect-jurors.html
1. According to the article, what is the “CSI Effect”?

2. According to the vice president of the National District Attorney Association, what do jurors expect to have at a trial?

3. After being polled, explain why jurors on the Casey Anthony case found her “not guilty”.

4. Explain how the “CSI effect” affects the jury’s understanding of “reasonable doubt.”

5.  Choose and discuss 2 potential tactics that could be used to counter the “CSI Effect” in a given case.

Do Now- Anticipation Guide

Directions:  Do you agree or disagree with each of the following statements? Be honest!  We will come back to this activity after we read the play to see if any of your thoughts have changed.
Prior to reading







      After Reading












 

	Agree
	Disagree
	
	Agree
	Disagree

	
	
	Everyone is prejudice against someone
	
	

	
	
	Getting to the bottom of a complicated issue takes time and patience.
	
	

	
	
	One very determined person can have a lot of power over other people
	
	

	
	
	It’s okay to have stereotypes
	
	

	
	
	First impressions are usually right
	
	

	
	
	It’s okay to be a bully when you know you are right
	
	

	
	
	Where a person grows up tells you a lot about a person
	
	

	
	
	People are who they are, and never really change
	
	

	
	
	People always mean exactly what they say
	
	

	
	
	Everyone has a right to a lawyer, even if they can’t afford one.
	
	


  Jury Of Your Peers
Activity 2
A local jury chosen from one's peers, or equals, guarded against vindictive and overbearing judges and distant government. Jurors from the neighborhood came to their task with knowledge about the events on trial and about the reputation of the accused and accuser. Their general verdict - a simple reply of guilty or non-guilty to a charge of wrongdoing - was the people's most effective weapon against tyranny. The jury, quite simply, was the best available method of assuring justice and protecting liberty
Directions:  Your group has been given an index card indicating a crime.  Imagine yourselves as the people that have been charged with the crime.  Within your groups, choose 12 people (from the possible 18 listed below) based on their profiles that you would like to have on your jury.  Write a few sentences below the profile of each of the 12 jurors that your group has chosen, giving the reason why you would choose them to be on your jury.  
	1.  35 year old Hispanic man, works construction, has never been married, has two children



	2.  60 year old African American female, recently retired from teaching, likes to travel, lives in an apartment near the police station, has 10 grandchildren



	3.  19 year old African American college student, works part-time at Starbucks, his mother is a police officer.



	4.  28 year old stay at home mom who is supported by her wealthy hardworking husband,-she has never been employed.  Although she doesn’t work, maids and nannies take care of the housework and children.


	5.  25 year old Chinese man, was just fired from his job at Pizza Hut, has a sister who was recently arrested for armed robbery.



	6.  54 year old Caucasian man with one arm.  He lost his arm as a result of being a victim of a crime.



	7.  32 year old Caucasian woman, has five children, her husband is a minister of a church in Middletown.  She likes to bowl and volunteer at her church in her spare time.


	8.  21 year old African American computer software clerk, goes to college full time, his father is the owner of a local funeral parlor


	9.  75 year old Caucasian male, lost his youngest son to a drunk driver ten years ago, is retired and likes to watch “American Idol.”



	10.  23 year old Hispanic female, has a 3-year-old son, doesn’t have reliable daycare and has hinted that her son’s father is “shady”.  She has tattoos on her neck, but you can’t read what they say.


	11.  41 African American male, was a police officer wounded in the line of duty, he now works as a substitute teacher.



	12.  38 year old African American male, his wife works at a daycare center, he works at a substance abuse center with teenagers.



	13.  18 year old Caucasian female, dropped out of high school when she was 16 to care for two children.  She is currently taking GED classes during the day and works at McDonalds at night.



	14.  25 year old Caucasian unemployed man, still lives at home with his parents, likes to read comic books and going to the movies by himself.  He spent time in a juvenile facility when he was younger.



	15.  22 year old African American male, who just finished he undergraduate degree in Physics, is traveling to Japan in a week.  Lives in an upscale neighborhood and went to private school.


	16.  45 year old recovering alcoholic, until recently hasn’t been able to keep a job or residence.  After getting help through his church, has been able to begin to get his life together.



	17.  23 year old female, college graduate, originally from Mexico.  Works for a local car dealership. 


	18.  58 year old Native American man, owns a restaurant, likes to watch Law and Order, SVU in his spare time.




Independent practice:  If you could design the “perfect” jury of your peers, for this crime what would it “look” like?  Consider all the possible details.
Should a Jury System be Used in Court?
Activity 3

Directions: Read the TED conversation (http://www.ted.com/conversations/10549/a_jury_system_should_not_be_us.html)

that questions whether or not a jury system should be used in court.  After reading the original post and the following responses, work with your group to create a pro/con chart that includes ideas from the blog posts, as well as, original ideas from your group.

	Pros of using a jury system
	      Cons of using a jury system



	
	


The Judge’s Directions to the Jury

Activity 4

Directions: Read the opening lines of the play, in which the Judge speaks to the members of the jury.  Using your prior knowledge and context clues, work with your group members to decide what each of the following words means.

JUDGE'S VOICE: ...and that concludes the court's explanation of the legal aspects of this case. And now, gentlemen of the jury, I come to my final instruction to you. Murder in the first degree - premeditated homicide - is the most serious charge tried in our criminal courts. You've listened to the testimony and you've had the law read to you and interpreted as it applies to this case. It now becomes your duty to try and separate the facts from the fancy. One man is dead. The life of another is at stake. I urge you to deliberate honestly and thoughtfully. If this is a reasonable doubt - then you must bring me a verdict of "not guilty." If, however, there is no reasonable doubt - then you must, in good conscience, find the defendant guilty. However you decide, your verdict must be unanimous. In the event you find the accused guilty, the bench will not entertain a recommendation for mercy. The death sentence is mandatory in this case. I don't envy your job. You are faced with a grave responsibility. Thank you, gentlemen.

1. Pre-meditated homicide-
2. Testimony-
3. Deliberate-
4. Reasonable doubt-
5. Verdict-
6. Unanimous-
7. Defendant-

 Summarize the details about the case and trial that we learn from the judge’s monologue to the jurors.


The Declaration of the Rights of Man 1789

The Spirit of Laws by Montesquieu









Global Connection










Activity 5
'The guarantees of jury trial in the Federal and State Constitutions reflect a profound judgment about the way in which law should be enforced and justice administered. The Government grants a right to jury trial to criminal defendants in order to prevent oppression. Those who wrote our constitutions knew from history and experience that it was necessary to protect against unfounded criminal charges brought to eliminate enemies and against judges too responsive to the voice of higher authority. The framers of the constitutions strove to create an independent judiciary but insisted upon further protection against arbitrary action. Providing an accused with the right to be tried by a jury of his peers gave him an inestimable safeguard against the corrupt overzealous prosecutor and against the compliant, biased, or eccentric judge. . . . The jury trial provisions . . . reflect a fundamental decision about the exercise of official power--a reluctance to entrust plenary powers over the life and liberty of the citizen to one judge or to a group of judges. Fear of unchecked power . . . found expression in the criminal law in this insistence upon community participation in the determination of guilt or innocence.'' 

“Because a general grant of jury trial for serious offenses is a fundamental right, essential for preventing miscarriages of justice and for assuring that fair trials are provided for all defendants,'' the Sixth Amendment provision is binding on the States through the due process clause of the Fourteenth Amendment. It can be said that every criminal trial or any particular trial which is held without a jury is unfair.”

Extended response:  Though this excerpt focuses on the United States judicial system, it is commonly agreed upon that the events of the American Revolution and the following events acted as inspirations for the French in their own fight for liberties.
In a well-written response that includes a topic sentence and in-text support- please respond to the following line from the above text.

“It can be said that every criminal trial or any particular

trial which is held without a jury is unfair.”
Explain the quote as it relates to philosophies of the French Revolution, using the excerpt to help guide you.
Beyond the Classroom- Homework
Memory and Circumstantial Evidence
Scott Fraser, the speaker in this video, studies how humans remember crimes -- and bear witness to them.  This talk, which focuses on a deadly shooting at sunset, he suggests that even close-up eyewitnesses to a crime can create "memories" they could not have seen. 

Log on to: http://www.ted.com/talks/scott_fraser_the_problem_with_eyewitness_testimony.html
Watch the video (it’s about 20 minutes) and answer the following questions:

1.  How would Scott Fraser answer the following question: Should someone be convicted on a crime merely based on circumstantial evidence and their memory?  Please explain your thoughts.
2.  Explain the words of caution Mr. Fraser warns us of towards the end of his speech.
Legal Terms for 12 Angry Men

Define each of the following words in your own words and then use them in a sentence that shows you understand the meaning.

1. Circumstantial evidence

a. Definition-

b. Sentence-

2. Hung jury

a. Definition-

b. Sentence-

3. Motive

a. Definition-

b. Sentence-


4. Prosecutor

a. Definition-

b. Sentence-

5. Indict

a. Definition

b. Sentence

6. Acquit

a. Definition

b. Sentence

7. Forman

a. Definition

b. Sentence
Resources:
http://edsitement.neh.gov/lesson-plan/twelve-angry-men-trial-jury-right-and-political-institution#sect-introduction
http://www.ted.com/conversations/10549/a_jury_system_should_not_be_us.html
http://www.ted.com/talks/scott_fraser_the_problem_with_eyewitness_testimony.html
http://apps.americanbar.org/litigation/committees/trialevidence/articles/winterspring2012-0512-csi-effect-jurors.html
http://caselaw.lp.findlaw.com/data/constitution/amendment06/04.html
‪http://mhslmc.wordpress.com/class-assignments/sears-12-angry-men-extra-credit/
http://www.nytimes.com/2006/03/29/sports/29duke.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2006/04/12/sports/12duke.html
http://www.cbsnews.com/8301-18560_162-2082140.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2006/05/16/sports/sportsspecial1/16duke.html
i-pads

Library/media website
Graphic Organizer
Smartboard

12 Angry Men play

Informational texts- The Declaration of the Rights of Man





  The Spirit of Laws
Differentiated Literacy Strategies for Student Growth and Achievement in Grades 7-12

Rigor Made Easy

Improving Student Learning One Teacher at a Time

Teaching Tolerance

Sustainable Perseverance (in-service)

APPR Training/Danielson Rubric (mentor training)

Mentor/Intern program
Advisory Council

Objectives:  Students will read closely to determine what a text says, make logical references from it, determine central ideas, interpret words and phrases, integrate and evaluate content presented in diverse formats and media, read and comprehend literary and informational texts, develop thematic connections across genres.








Twelve Angry Men, originally written for television by Reginald Rose in 1954 and subsequently adapted for stage (1955), film (1957) and television again (1997), effectively conveys the central importance of the right to a jury trial afforded by Article III of the Constitution as well as Amendments V, VI, and XIV. Focusing on the right to a trial by "an impartial jury of the State and district wherein the crime shall have been committed," the play/film also addresses related constitutional provisions, including the presumption of innocence until proven guilty and the right to counsel. The play/film also represents the central idea that the jury system is one of the most important political institutions for democratic self-government. It educates citizens about the law and legal process, helps them understand their duties as citizens and in the best case, improves their deliberations as citizens.





�






Extension activity (extra credit)


Duke Lacrosse Team Incident





Visit MHS Library/Media Website


Class Assignments


Sears 12 Angry Men Extra Credit














