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Constructing a Thesis Statement:
A thesis statement is a single sentence that declares the main idea of the essay.  It should be an opinion that is supported by evidence.  The thesis defines what you will be discussing and writing about in the essay.

Thesis Statement = Opinion + 3 reasons that support
A thesis must make some sort of claim.  


ex. 
“Rainsford made the wrong decision at the end of “The Most Dangerous Game”...”



“In “The Monkey's Paw”, Mrs. White should not have wished her son alive again...”
A thesis must include reasons that support or prove the claim/opinion being made.


ex. 
“In “The Monkey's Paw”, Mrs. White should not have wished her son alive again 


because it could have physically hurt her, she could have psychological damage, and 


her son would never be remembered the same.”
Practice:
Choose one of the following topics:

Was Rainsford right in what he did at the end of “The Most Dangerous Game?”

OR

What did Rainsford do at the end of “The Most Dangerous Game?”
Write your opinion on ONE of these questions:

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


Reason 1 that supports your opinion:

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


Reason 2 that supports your opinion:

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Reason 3 that supports your opinion:

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


THESIS--Put it all together:
(Your Opinion because of three reasons)
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

