
Editing Thesis Statements

To be a good thesis statement, it must include the following things.  If there is an
“X” in the “No” column, you will want to make the appropriate changes to your 
thesis before turning in your introductory paragraph.

Criteria
The thesis statement:

Yes No

Is written as a sentence, not a question?

Makes an argument or takes a stand?

Is a confident and forceful statement that can be backed up 
by facts?

Is specific rather than vague?

States main arguments that are going to be made in the 
paper about the topic?  Provide the “how” or why”?

Written in third person?  

Editing Thesis Statements

To be a good thesis statement, it must include the following things.  If there is an
“X” in the “No” column, you will want to make the appropriate changes to your 
thesis before turning in your introductory paragraph.

Criteria
The thesis statement:

Yes No

Is written as a sentence, not a question?

Makes an argument or takes a stand?

Is a confident and forceful statement that can be backed up 
by facts?

Is specific rather than vague?

States main arguments that are going to be made in the 
paper about the topic?  Provide the “how” or why”?

Written in third person?  




