                      Honors 10 Research Paper – Fall 2015
For many, the words “research paper” strike fear into hearts and souls.  Yet, what we are asking you to do in 10th Grade English is not a terribly hard assignment.  In fact, it should be enjoyable, and provided you follow all the steps and don’t miss your deadlines along the way, you will find it easy.

Remember that this is a Persuasive Paper,.  Your job is simply to persuade the reader to take your side on the issue you have chosen.  To make this an easier task be sure to choose some controversial topic where you will find enough information to write a 5-6 page typed double-spaced paper.
Entire paper must be in proper MLA format!  
Note this is the major project of the semester.  It is worth approximately 400 points.  All of your work must be original.  Plagiarism will result in zero points for the entire paper and parent notification.  You cannot use someone else’s paper or a paper that you have written earlier.  You cannot use an excerpt from someone else’s paper.  You must properly cite every source you use, otherwise you are guilty of plagiarism.

Schedule

November 30

Overview of Persuasive Research Paper & Note taking procedures
December 1

Begin Research via MEL Data Base Sources
December 2

10 MEL Data Base Note & Source Cards Due by 11:00 p.m. to  




turnitin.com

December 3

Research via print source
December 4

10 print Note/Source Cards due by 11:00 p.m. to turnitin.com

December 7

Research via .edu,. .gov., .org sites

December 8

10 .edu, .org., .edu Note/Source cards due by 11:00 p.m. to 





turnitin.com
December  9

Practice Thesis Statements – Write Intro Paragraph Including 




Thesis Statement
December 10

Introductory Paragraph due BOH– Must include underlined thesis 




statement. IT must be typed & printed before class

December 10

Print, Cut, and Organize  Note/Source Cards  - Type Outline

December 11

DUE Outline – Typed and Printed before class – Begin Rough & 




Works Cited
December 17

DUE: Typed Rough Draft & Works Cited -  Peer Edits

January 7

All Papers Due in Manila Envelope

YOU NEED A MINIMUM  OF 5 SOURCES, - 3 OF WHICH MUST BE FROM DIFFERENT TYPES OF SOURCES
No more class time will be given after peer edits.  Final drafts must be completed on student’s own time.
                                      Advice, Directions and Warnings

1.  Stick to your topic.  You may not jump to another topic without the express

permission of the teacher.  There is no topic for which you can say, “ I couldn’t 

find enough information.”  That is not an acceptable excuse.

2 .  Use your research time.  Don’t waste your time in the library.  Don’t expect an 

extension if you happen to be absent and miss a library day.  Yes, you will probably have to visit other libraries on your own time in the evenings.  This is a very important project; treat it like one.

3.. Thesis Statement.  This is the cornerstone of your persuasive argument, the main

            point of your paper.  It is part of your introduction.  We will talk about it in class.

It is a Statement NOT a Question.
4.  Note/Source Cards:  These must be formatted correctly.  We will discuss the format in class.
5.   Outline.  Yes, a formal outline is required.  I will give you an example a few days 


before it is due.  It must be typed.

6.  Quotes with Proper In-text Citations – You must have a minimum of 5 quotes with proper in-text 


citations.  These quotes must come from at least different sources.
7.  Works Cited Page.  The works cited page will evolve from your preliminary 

bibliography and your works consulted page.  You will have eliminated the ources that no longer apply to your topic, and you will have added the sources that you have recently discovered.  There is a minimum of 5 sources required.  They must come from 3 different types of sources.  The Works Cited page  must be typed.

8.   Rough Draft.  This must be typed, in full length, and must include MLA citations. 


You need at least 5  quotes with proper in-text citations which come from at least 3 different 
sources.

9.   Final Draft Due:  There is a bonus for turning it in early.  



*Must be typed and double spaced

*Must be at least 1,200 words or more – About 5-6 pages.
*Must have 5 quotes w/ proper in-text citations
*Citations must be from at least 3 different sources.

10.  Typing.  I realize that not everyone has a computer at home.  The outline, 

works cited, rough draft and final draft must be typed, however.  Computers are also available at the local libraries.  Be sure to plan ahead.
11.  Avoid lame excuses.  “Computer broke down”, “printer out of ink”, and other such 

lines are a waste of your time and mine.  I will grant no extension unless you are out of school for medical reasons and the absence is excused in the office.  Don’t wait until the last minute to print out your paper.  Nothing ever works correctly when we are hustling at the last minute.

12,  PAPER MUST BE SUBMITTED ELECTRONICALLY VIA TURNITIN.COM or YOU WILL 
NOT RECEIVE A GRADE!!
                               Turning in Papers
All Papers should be put in a manila envelope.  Items should be in this order:


Stapled Together


Grading Sheet with Name and Hour on it


Cover Sheet (See below for contents)


Corrected Outline


Final Draft


Works Cited Page (Only the Sources Used in Paper)


Miscellaneous Items (Put behind stapled items)


Rough Draft


Corrected Works Consulted Page (All sources considered)


Notes/Note Cards

Name ____________________________________________ Hour __________________

Grading Evaluation
Use of time




 _____/20
Sources (5 minimum)



 _____/10
Typed Works Cited Page


 _____/25
Correct MLA formatting 


 _____/20 
Correct Quotes & Citations (5)

 _____/25
Grammar/Spelling/Usage


 _____/30
Introduction  & Underlined Thesis
 
_____/10
Supportive Details



 _____/20
Counter Argument w/ Rebuttals

 _____/20
Conclusion 




_____/10
Electronic Copy Submitted 


_____/10
Note cards & Source Cards Included

_____ /25

Peer edited rough draft and edit form
 
_____/20

Total Points



_______/245

