Persuasive Letter:  If you can convince Mom or Dad, YOU CAN CONVICE ANYONE!

Dear Language Skills 10A Student”

The purpose of this assignment is to persuade an adult in your life to allow you to do something he or she does not want you to do.  The outcome of the assignment will be a one-page letter attempting to win their permission.  You may use a personal or business letter format.  The final draft must be typed in 12pt Times New Roman.

Remember that the audience, of course, will be a parent or other adult who is opposed to what you have to say at times. You must speak directly to him or her and use forceful, but respectful and appropriate language, to persuade them to see your side of the issue.

Please follow the outlined procedure:

*Gather a list of opposing arguments from the adult. The more arguments they provide, the easier your 

   task will probably be.  I'm helping you out by attaching a written explanation for you to give to them 

   that explains what we're doing.

*Turn in the adult's list with the final copy of your letter. Your letter will not be graded until you have 

   shared it with the adult and obtained a signature.

Grading Scale

_____/5 
First letter simply explaining what you desire.

_____/5
Opposing arguments list from the adult.

_____/5
Adult signature on your final letter.

_____/25
Letter Content

_____/20
Grammar

Day One (Monday, October 12):

*Work in groups to brainstorm at least 10 things you are not allowed to do, that you don't want to do    

   but are forced to do, or something you would like to do. Share ideas with the class.

*Choose one argument that you will deliver to the adult.

*Share your argument and request a list of opposing arguments (hopefully and abundance of reasons

   why you can or cannot do something). Please ask them to sign their list of reasons and bring it with 

   you to class on Tuesday
Day Two (Tuesday, October 13) – Bring Computers!!
*Begin drafting your letter to the adult. Your goal is to try to convince them of your argument. You 

   must address each opposing argument they have given you.  Try to give reasons that refute what 

   they have said. Be forceful in your writing, yet respectful-I don't want you to come across as 

   disrespectful!! Besides, it won't help your argument. Use statistics when necessary.

*A rough draft is due at the end of the hour.
Day Three (Wednesday, October 14):
*Peer editing and conferencing with me.

*Re-write and polish your draft.

*Print and share your letter with your parents. Remember!  They must sign it!
Day Four (Thursday, October 15):
Persuasive Letter is due – Beginning of Hour!! - Must be printed before class or grade will be lowered 


by one step in letter grade.  Grade lowered one step each day it is late!!

