To Kill a Mockingbird
Final Assessment Essay Topics

Focus: The Art of Persuasion
For all of these essays the focus is PERSUASION. Pretend as if the reader is opposed to what you are saying. You have to use your wonderful craft of persuasion to bring the reader around to your side. (Remember, you use the art of persuasion all of the time. Many conversations with parents are perfect examples!)

Requirements:

-four quotes from the book supporting your topic

-basic five paragraphs  (intro, three body paragraphs, and a conclusion) is acceptable

-breaking away from the basic five paragraph essay is looked upon favorably

-catchy intro.

-conclusion does more than restate, it calls the reader to action!

Topics:  Choose ONLY one.
1. Mockingbirds, according to Miss Maudie, harm no one, and they don’t deserve to be hurt by others. In the novel, both Boo Radley and Tom Robinson are compared to mockingbirds. Write an essay analyzing the comparison.  A.  Show how each man is like a mockingbird B. how both men suffer at the hands of unthinking people, and C. whether or not the comparison fits both men equally well.
2. Literary characters are considered to be “flat” when they are presented by the author as one-sided and unchanging, behaving in ways that are predictable. Characters are considered “round” when they are depicted as having greater complexity and depth, some weaknesses and some strengths, and a wide range of human emotions. Choose a character from the story that you think is “round” or “flat” and support why you feel this way. What makes the character(s) that way? Do they ever change? Will they ever change? 

3. Some people feel that children need two parents in their lives; however, many children are successfully raised in single parent homes. Mrs. Dubose and Aunt Alexandra both make comments about Atticus raising Jem and Scout by himself . Does Atticus Finch do a good job raising his children? What actions show Atticus trying to fill a dual role? What moments in the story make Atticus successful or unsuccessful as a single father? 


Alternative: 
The highest grade you can get for the assignment is a C. It should be 1 page or 250 typed words. 

Quotes are optional.

Imagine yourself as Jem Finch. Tom Robinson’s trial has just ended, and you are writing a letter to the editor of The Maycomb Tribune. In your letter, state your opinion of the outcome of the trial. What was unfair about it? Is there evidence that was overlooked? Try to persuade the readers to share your point of view. The most you can get for this a C.
Paper Requirements    




DUE ___________________
· Typed, double spaced, 12 point font Times New Roman, MLA format.  If your paper is not correctly formatted, it will NOT be accepted as this is your final assessment for the novel.  You cannot re-write this Assessment Essay.
· At least 1 quote per paragraph, cited correctly

· Paragraph Length: 
       Intro: 3-4 sentences, thesis included


       Body: 8-10 sentences


       Conclusion: 4-5 sentences

· One hard copy (printed and turned in).  I will not print your hard copy for you. If you arrive to class with it not printed, it will be marked LATE and will not be accepted as this is an ASSESSMENT.  Do it before school or at lunch.
· Don't forget to italicize To Kill a Mockingbird each time your write it.

The Writing Process
Writing the Introduction:

The first paragraph functions like a topic sentence- it gives direction to your paper. You must limit the topic. Grab your reader's attention.  What is the focus of your paper? The last sentence in your introduction must be your thesis  statement. 

Next
Write the beginning sentence of each paragraph of the body.  You will have at least three subcategories/paragraphs. Each paragraph will develop some aspect of your thesis statement.

Each point must be supported with specific examples, commentary, and quotations. 

Writing the Conclusion
Your conclusion should show insight and provide a finished feeling. What final judgments can you make about social injustice?

Although this is a type of opinion paper, do not use I, my, me, you, or we in your paper.
Guide to creating subcategories
A subcategory is merely an outline for each paragraph of an essay  Make sure each subcategory is complete using the form. The thesis statement should be followed by at least three major points. Each point will be followed by at least one specific example and quote. BE SURE TO WRITE THE PAGE NUMBERS IN YOUR CITATIONS.
Point 1:

Example/quote: (page #____)

Point 2:

Example/quote: (page #____)

Point 3:

Example/quote: (page #____)

Thesis Statement
Thesis:  Your thesis statement should be a compound or complex sentence. For instance, if I was having you write an essay on the movie Avatar, it might sound like this:

· Complex: Although the movie Avatar uses animation and a romantic storyline, it addresses many serious issues in our world today such as dehumanizing other cultures to steal their resources, the expectation of soldiers to kill without regard for human life, and the importance of appreciating a culture's traditions and religious beliefs.

· Compound: The movie Avatar addresses many serious issues in our world today such as war, military expectations, and appreciation of other cultures, but it also has a typical romantic storyline that keeps the audience interested.

A complex sentence has an independent clause joined by one or more dependent clauses. 


Example: When he handed in his homework, he forgot to put his name on it.
A compound sentence contains two independent clauses joined by a coordinator-usually for, and, nor, but, or, yet, or so. Hint: The first letter of each of the coordinators spells FANBOYS

Example: He forgot to put his name on his homework, but he realized it before he left    the room and quickly fixed his mistake.
· Independent clauses can stand alone-THEY'RE INDEPENDENT! (He forgot to put his name on it. Does that sentence make sense? YES! It can get by on its own-it's independent!)

· Dependent clauses are needy-THEY NEED MORE TO MAKE SENSE. (When he handed in his homework. Does that sentence make sense? NO! It can't get by on its own-it's dependent and NEEDY!)

Your thesis sentence should be written here below. It is due by the end of the hour. 

Thesis statement:
