
To Kill a Mockingbird

Focus Question #4

How does Atticus’ risking his life to protect Tom affect Scout and Jem’s attitude toward their father? 
Answer Plan
1.
Restate the question to begin the answer=Topic Sentence
2.
Give details of the situation.= Body
3.  Conclude by Explaining what Scout was able to do just by talking


to Mr. Cunningham = Conclusion
Possible Answer

[1] Scout and Jem seem impressed that Atticus is trying to protect Tom Robinson, but they seem afraid for their father as well.  [2] Scout, Jem and Dill sneak downtown to the courthouse to see what is going on.  They find Atticus sitting reading his newspaper by a light he has strung from his office to the jail.  Four cars arrive and men get out and ask Atticus about Tom Robinson.  This group seems like a lynch mob, but Scout begins to talk to one of the men, Mr. Cunningham.  Atticus had represented Mr. Cunningham in an entailment hearing.  [3] It seemed that Scout’s presence and what she said changed the mind of Mr. Cunningham, and he decided to leave rather than do as they had planned – lynch Tom Robinson.
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