
To Kill a Mockingbird

Focus Question #6

Where is the irony in the fact that the Missionary Circle meeting is at the Finch house?  What makes Miss Maudie so upset?
Answer Plan

1.
Restate the question to begin the answer.


2.
Discuss the details of the conversation during the Missionary 
Circle meeting.


3.
Explain why Miss Maudie is upset.

4.
Conclude by explaining the irony in this situation.

Possible Answer

[1] There is irony in the situation described in the Missionary Circle's meeting at the Finch house.  [2] The women in the Missionary Circle turn their conversation to Tom Robinson and his wife, Helen.  Supposedly, the hired African-American help of these women's homes have been "sullen" and not working very hard since the trial of Tom began.  The "Christian" women attending the Missionary Circle have tried to remind their African-American employees that Jesus wouldn't act that way. [3] Miss Maudie interrupts the discussion and is upset because of the way Mrs. Merriweather seems to be implying that Atticus had done the wrong thing by representing Tom. [4] This whole scene is ironic because these women act like they know everything and are good Christians, while in reality, they don't know everything and aren't acting like good Christians.

